Dear Parents,

We are about to embark on a reading campaign in which we will march toward one million minutes in time spent reading. More specifically we will read for 1 million minutes each semester of this school year. We will call it the Million Minute Campaign. 

Richard Allington, a nationally recognized expert on reading development from the University of Tennessee cites in his book, What Really Matters for Struggling Readers, that, “Children need to read a great deal to become proficient readers.” In his book Allington discusses at length the importance of reading in high volume both in and out of school. Reading in volume is what we are trying to achieve with the Million Minute Campaign.

There will be rewards for the students. Students who reach their reading time goals every month will be rewarded with the “Book it” pizza coupons. Three students from each class who have spent the most time in books will be rewarded with a free book each quarter. Each classroom teacher will also have discretion to choose three students in their class who are working hard that would be rewarded with a free book. As each class meets their quarterly goals for time spent reading, the class will have a class-chosen reward. And of course, as we reach our Million Minute goal each semester, we will recognize that accomplishment in a special way.
It should be noted that the books being used as rewards were purchased with school funds, a demonstration of values held by the administration at Dandridge Elementary. We believe in the importance of reading, the value of literature, and developing this appreciation among our students. 

To make this work, we will need some commitment from parents: For children in primary grades, it is often necessary for you to read to your children, or with them, to coach them through the process. Time spent reading to your children is counted. We also need all parents to help ensure the integrity of the recorded times spent reading by signing off nightly on the attached sheet.

We hope this will be a successful adventure that fosters a love for reading and reinforces strong, nurturing bonds between you and your child. Thank you for your help in our quest for the MILLION MINUTES!

Sincerely,
The Reading Committee
Dandridge Elementary School

