Spelling and Sight Words / High Frequency Words

High frequency words (Sight Words) do not necessarily need to be on a spelling list because students learn to spell their sight words through Word Wall as part of segment one of the Working with Words block of time. When students work with typically five words a week doing cheering, chanting, spelling, writing activities and “On the Back” activities with those five words, they are learning to spell the words as well as recognize them with automaticity.  Keep in mind that most high frequency words are irregularly spelled, thus requiring the repetition included with Word Wall.  Word Wall should be the first 10 minutes, approximately, of each Working with Words block or Segment One of the WwW block. A teacher might certainly include a challenging sight word or two to add to a spelling list as “challenge” words, but typically the spelling words have to do with spelling/language patterns. 
 In primary grades, the spelling words are usually spelling pattern words.  These pattern words are typically taught in the Working with Words block, Segment Two – Decoding/Phonics.  An example might be the /at/ chunk for short vowel patterns or the vowel-consonant-silent e pattern and chosen at that time because of some words in the text selection with that same pattern. For instruction on the spelling pattern for decoding, the teacher might use strategies such as “Making Words” or “Using Words You Know…” etc. and this is done during Segment Two of the WwW block for approximately 20 minutes.  The WwW block typically becomes a total of 30 minutes daily. 

Good teachers are so conscientious and working so hard to “do it all” and the Four Blocks framework helps the teacher to schedule instruction appropriately and avoid confusion about when to teach what.  Refer to the Teacher’s Guide to the Four Blocks to help clarify the two segments of the Working with Words block, Word Wall and Decoding / Phonics instruction.  

